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This interdisciplinary program provides students with hands on

experience on laboratory research related to sensor and biosensor

development. In three separate opportunities, students in this program

were interviewed about their expectations, beneficial aspects of the

program and areas of improvement. Students indicated that the

program had been beneficial to them, although different levels of

benefit were expressed. The positive aspects of the program included

the hands on experience in laboratories and the exposure to

experimental science. The program was a life-changing experience in

terms of their knowledge of the scientific process, intellectual

modeling, and clarification of further academic pursuits. A common

limitation stated by students was the long-term nature of some of the

projects, which makes it difficult to complete the research endeavors in

10 weeks. As this program enters its third year, we are planning to pair

students with a project. Yet, each student will contribute enough to

produce a poster presentation of her own project activities.

Some words from the students who participated of this program:

• An academically intriguing opportunity which challenged my research abilities and opened doors to more

opportunities as a future research scientist

• I really had a blast! Even though it was challenging at times. I am very grateful for the experience.

• The program allowed me to gain lab experience and new skills that I will be able to use constantly throughout

my career

• It is an important commodity for all undergrads due to its rich contents. It provides a network and science

friendly environment, making it easier for students to enjoy research

• The interdisciplinary focus of the program allowed me to learn techniques I would normally not encounter,

giving me a unique point of view in lab discussions for future projects
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